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Kalapuya bands
and territories

The Willamette Valley
is homeland to many
related bands of native
people known
collectively as the
Kalapuya (or Calapooia)
Tribe. The band
indigenous to this part
of Kalapuya territory,

is the Luckiamute Band
of the Kalapuya Tribe.
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Smallpox, measles and other European diseases devastated
all Oregon tribes very early. By the late 1700s, diseases had
passed from oceangoing trade ships to coastal tribes. The
diseases moved rapidly from village to village, each outbreak
killing thousands. Epidemics in the 1820s and 1830s.
continued to ravage the native world, sometimes reducing
populations by 90 percent.
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Kalapuya Chief Alquema,
Jo Hutchins (or Hudson),
1851 Treaty signer

Grace Wheeler, wife of
Luckiamute Jake (Wheeler)

In 1850, Congress passed the Oregon Donation

Land Act, promising land to settlers before any

treaties were signed with Oregon tribes. In 1851,

treaty negotiators promised to pay Willamette Valley tribes
for settlement of their lands. However, because each band
insisted on retaining a parcel of their own lands to live on,
these treaties were not ratified.

In January 1855, a treaty was finally
signed, ratified by the U.S. Senate,
and proclaimed law by President
Franklin Pierce. Under this treaty,

the Kalapuya bands and ,::K,
other tribes of the
Willamette Valley, R

joined in ceding their
homelands to the
United States. A key .
feature of the treaty was

the promise of a suitable
permanent reservation.

Two reservations

were established, the Coast
(Siletz) Indian Reservation

to the west, and the Grand
Ronde Reservation to the north.

& Grand Ronde Reservation

The Coast (Siletz) Reservation

After the epidemics, Klickitats from north of the Columbia River entered
the Willamette Valley. They leased permission to camp, hunt, and

graze horses, as guests of local bands. One band of Klickitats made this
valley a second home.

On January 19, 1856, 21 Luckiamute were the first to arrive at
the Grand Ronde Reservation. The Indian agent “selected
them a camp, issued them their ration and employed some of
them to work.” Oral history tells that some soon returned
here to their homelands. Those residing in or visiting this
valley after Fort Hoskins was established, suffered from violence,
access to whiskey and other abuse. The 21 Luckiamute were
people primarily from the " & f
Holmes, the Wheeler and o 1 . i
the Judson families.
Luckiamute descendants
from these families are still
part of the Grand Ronde
community today and
continue the family history.

Luckiamute Davis (Holmes), and family
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“The Western Oregon tribes removed to the reservations continue
to be represented through the Confederated Tribes of Grand
Ronde and the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians.




